Sunset Village Community Association
Madison, WI 53705
Meeting Minutes
Date: May 20, 2026
Location: Midtown Police Station Community Room
Our meeting was called to order at 6:50 pm
Welcome: We each introduced ourselves
Attendees:  James Ream, Anne Badey Raffa. Ken Raffa, Liz Vowles, Rich Kedzior, Sue Reynard, Alder Regina Vidaver
New Business:
Treasurer’s Report: Rich 
Our current available funds are $9,559.75.

Friends of Hoyt Park: Anne 
Andy, our Hoyt Park Ranger, is sponsoring monthly hikes through Hoyt Park on the third Thursday of the month.  Please meet at 6:30 pm at the gate by the school.  This month’s focus is on late spring wildflowers and will be given by Tim Astfalk.  We are always looking for volunteers to share their expertise and conduct a hike as well.
The third Saturday of each month through November will be our workday with a different focus each month.  Meet at 10:00 am at the gate by the school. This is a great way to meet your neighbors and make new friends.
The Parking Lot Project is scheduled to begin soon.  
We had a winter project where participants were invited to plant native seeds from Hoyt Park’s prairies and woodlands.  Half of these actual seeds will now be planted in the prairie, and this will take place after the planned summer burn by the city.  The other half will be planted now where invasive species removal was completed.

Sunset Village Garden Club: Sue 
The Sunset Village Garden Club is in charge of the gardens at The Midtown Police Station and the Fire Station.  Sue is now taking the lead in the selection and planting of these gardens and is applying for grants and asking for funding for this project.  
Ken made a motion to allocate $200.00 for these gardens and James R. seconded this motion.  The motion carried.

Proposed sponsorship of the Westmorland Neighborhood’s 4th of July Celebration: James R.
Jesse Czech, the Westmorland Neighborhood Rep has been reaching out to us via email  to see if we want to contribute to the 4th of July celebration.  He stated that the drones for the 15-minute drone show cost $17,000.00. 
He said in the emails that they could display our SVCA logo on event materials and recognition before the drone show.  
Ken made a motion that we donate $500.00 to the 4th of July celebration to the Westmorland Neighborhood Association.  Sue seconded that motion. The motion carried.  

Ice Cream Social: Sue
Sue would like budget approval in the amount of $1200.00. This event will be held Saturday, August 1 from 1pm to 4pm at Lucia Crest Park.   Brian reached out to Great Dane and is waiting to hear back from them. He will also reach out to The Chocolate Shoppe for our ice cream.  James R will reach out to The Glass Nickel Pizza.   The Balloon Man from last year is willing to come back. Sue will do the ice cream flavor survey as well.   Sue moved that we budget $1200.00 for our Ice Cream Social and Rich seconded this. 

Neighborhood Garage Sale: Ulrike (via a letter)
The annual garage sale will be August 7th and 8th, 2026 with at least three neighborhoods participating in this event.  

University Ave/Meadow Lane Development Update:  Rich and Ulrike
Ulrike expressed concern about problems at the construction site at 3535 University Ave.  She states the whole neighborhood is inconvenienced with dangerous barriers, excessive noise, pedestrian safety and the untimely length of this project – weeks into months.  Rich voiced concern as well.
Rich received a letter from Yang Tao, Director of Traffic Engineering.  Yang provided this update regarding 3535 University Avenue.   They are working with a contractor daily and the fact that this segment of University Ave. is a County Road makes it more complicated. They are getting conflicting dates as to when a sidewalk can be put into place. They are also working with the contractor regarding 614 and 702 Meadow Lane.  There are pros and cons for different alternatives, and this is stalling progress. It is difficult to enforce parking issues for the work trucks as well.  

Update from Alder Vidaver
The Midvale Blvd resurfacing will begin on June 8th.
An ordinance involving curbing and terracing needs to be addressed In order for Grandad’s Farm Stop to come into place on the corner of Mineral Point Road and Glenway Street. At some point there will be a public hearing on this issue.  The bagel shop on Mineral Point Road is slated to open soon as well.  
Water main flushing begins on May 18. Madison Bike Week is May 30 – June 7.  Madison’s Public Library WE READ Summer reading Program begins June 1 with a Kick-Off in Reindahl Park. Check the listserv for updates.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, August 19, 6:30pm at The Midtown Station 
Minutes respectfully submitted by,
Anne Badey Raffa
Secretary, SVCA




