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Harvey Street and 
Blackhawk Avenue Sidewalks

Sunset Village Community Association Meeting

May 22, 2024

Why improve the sidewalk network?

Safety
• For everyone, especially the most vulnerable: children, the frail, and those 

with disabilities
• Young bicyclists
• Walking for work, school, exercise

Equity

To enable all residents, regardless of age, ability, or housing type

Fairness

Residents with sidewalks contribute to the sidewalk network by paying city 
assessments and keeping sidewalks free of snow/ice
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Harvey St.

Schmitt Place

Harvey Street at Blackhawk Avenue
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Missing Sidewalk Segments

School bus stop

Sidewalk

Missing sidewalk
Apartments

Kwik Trip

Timeline

• 2019 Blackhawk Avenue reconstruction project – sidewalks ignored

• 2019 Letter to Mayor Rhodes-Conway

• 2020 Blackhawk Ave widening at University Ave for right-turn lane

• September 2023 – Harvey Street sidewalks public meeting 

• October 2023 – Plan amended prior to Transp. Committee and Public 
Works meetings

• November 2023 petition seeking restoration of sidewalk signed by 57 
neighbors
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2019 & 2020 Blackhawk Ave Projects 
Didn’t Complete Sidewalk on East Side

Kwik TripSidewalk to 
Harvey St  
missing

Original Harvey Street Plan (Sept. 2023)
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Revised Harvey Street Plan (Oct. 2023)
South side segment removed

Harvey Street

• Public Right-of-Way is 60 feet wide

• On the west end, street is roughly 27-28 feet wide (curb to curb)
• City width standard for this type of street is 32 feet 

• Right-of-Way outside of street is roughly 15-16 feet on each side 

• 2024 project will complete continuous sidewalk on north side b/t 
Blackhawk Ave and Ridge Street (2023 SVCA resolution)

• Completing sidewalk between Blackhawk Ave and 3325 Harvey Street 
would require removal of one mature tree
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Blackhawk Avenue

• Right-of-Way outside of street is roughly 15-16 feet on each side 

• Reconstructed in 2019 without considering new sidewalk on east side

• Widened at University Avenue in 2020 for new right-turn lane

Parcel Map Showing Lot Lines & Right-of-way

Sidewalk ends here
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Reference Documents

Hoyt Park Area Joint Neighborhood Plan (2014)

Calls for “improvements for safer movement of pedestrians” on Harvey 
Street (p.62).

Madison in Motion Transportation Plan (2017)

Identifies Blackhawk Avenue as Tier 1 priority for sidewalks on both 
sides (pp. 77-80).

Urban Forestry Task Force Report (2019)

City of Madison Complete Green Streets Guide (2023)
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Next Steps

• Resolution 

• Letter to Mayor Rhodes-Conway
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